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December 12, 2022 

The Honorable Charles Schumer  
Majority Leader  
U.S. Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

 
Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, and Leader McCarthy: 
 
On behalf of the American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP), I am writing to urge you to 
include key provisions of S. 3799, the Prepare for and Respond to Existing Viruses, Emerging New 
Threats, and Pandemics Act (PREVENT Pandemics Act) in any final legislative package Congress 
enacts this year. These provisions are needed to help prepare our nation’s public health 
infrastructure to meet the changes of ongoing and future public health challenges. 
 
Key provisions we urge you to consider include the following:   
 

• The BIO Preparedness Workforce Pilot Program, which would incentivize health care 
professionals, including laboratory professionals, to pursue careers in infectious disease 
(ID) and bio-preparedness in underserved communities and health professional shortage 
areas. With academic debt tending to be significantly higher for healthcare professionals, 
loan repayment programs are imperative crucial to encourage individuals to enter this 
critically important workforce, especially those with comparatively lower salaries, like 
medical laboratory scientists. 

• The Tracking Pathogens Act, which would strengthen and expand the use of pathogen 
genomic sequencing and surveillance activities in public health settings and with 
partnering academic institutions, clinical laboratories, and private sector entities. 

• Provisions strengthening the medical product supply chain to lessen shortages of 
laboratory equipment and supplies. 

• Provisions improving public health preparedness and response capabilities, accelerating 
research and medical product development, and enhancing public health data reporting, 
including strategies to integrate laboratory and public health data systems and 
capabilities to support rapid and accurate reporting of laboratory test results and 
associated relevant data. 

• Provisions addressing health inequities that contribute to the disparities experienced by 
marginalized populations and underserved urban and rural communities during public 
health emergencies. 
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Over the last few years, our nation has been exposed to numerous pandemics, epidemics, and 
infectious disease outbreaks, including COVID-19, Zika, Ebola, mpox (formerly known as 
monkeypox).  And now, many U.S. hospitals are at or near capacity due to the “tripledemic” of 
Flu, RSV and COVID. The impact of these challenges has significantly challenged our public 
healthcare infrastructure and eroded the healthcare workforce that is vital to diagnosing and 
treating disease and responding to outbreaks.  
 
Enacting The PREVENT Pandemics Act provisions will help improve state and federal 
preparedness and response to these challenges; support urgently needed research and 
countermeasures; address critical healthcare resource and supply chain needs; and address 
health disparities and ensure equity in pandemic planning and response in rural and urban 
communities.  It will also help address the staffing crises currently affecting the healthcare 
workforce, such as that currently facing clinical and public health laboratories. 
 
ASCP urges your continued leadership on these critical issues and looks forward to working with 
you to enact these key provisions of the PREVENT Pandemics Act this year. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Marsha C. Kinney, MD, MASCP 
President, ASCP 
 


